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TO THE HONORABLE THE 


COURT OF DIRECTORY: 
SF TH 


EAST-INDIA COMPANY, 


London, Nov. 1 "4 1784. 


GENTLEMEN, 


WITH a reſpe& which is due from an 
individual to ſo conſiderable a body as the 
Court of Directors of the Eaſt-India Com- 
pany, I have for ſome months forborne 
to re-ſolicit you on the ſubject of my own 
peculiar and hard fituation. The ſuffer- 
ings of my mind have not been leſs ſe- 

| = vere, 
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vere, from the filence which I have been 
obliged to hold. But, I was ſatisfied it 
was more conſiſtent with propriety, that 
I ſhould continue to bear a ſevere weight - 
of grievances, thari that the more mo- 
mentous affairs you have had under deli 
beration ſhould be obtruded upon. 


I now underſtand the ſeaſon of weighty 
buſineſs is, for the preſent, nearly at an 
end, and that there may be a receſs for 
ſome weeks to come from eſſential and 
important arrangements. In this favor- 
able moment, then, I truſt I ſhall expe- 
rience your forgiveneſs, for begging your 
attention to a candid ſtate of facts. "I 
ſhall not attempt to impoſe an unfounded 
aſſertion. I aim at no man. My ſole ob- 
ject, if in my power, is to eſtabliſh a con- 
viction in your minds, that the exertion of 
at leaſt well-meant endeayours. merited a 
leſs harſh return than a diſmiſſion from 
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COURT OF DIRECTORS. 3 


your ſervice, which, at a ſtroke, blaſted 
my .. and ſhook my reputation. 


In the courſe of the laſt year, while in 
the proſecution of a long journey in India, 
on buſineſs declared to be of high concern 
by the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal, I received a notification from your 
Preſidency of Fort St. George to the fol- 
lowing effect: 


_—_ 


To Mr. RicHarD JosEPH SULLIVAN, 


SIR, 


I AM directed by the right honorable 
the Preſident and Select Committee to ac- 


quaint you, that the honorable Court of 


Directors were much ſurpriſed at your ap- 
pointment to reſide with the Nabob as the 
repreſentative and miniſter of the Gover- 


nor General and Council, the natural ten» 


ary of ſuch an appointment being to 
B 2 | leflen 


4 A LETTER TO THE 


lefſen the reſpe& which ought to be ſhewn 
to the authority of a Governor and Coun- 
cil of Fort St. George, not only by the 
Nabob, but alſo by the neighbouring 
princes ; that the reſidence of the Nabob 
in the vicinity of Madras clearly pointed 
out their Governor and Council of Fort 
St. George as the fitteſt perſons to nego- 
ciate any matters with his Highneſs from 
the Bengal Government; and that they 
therefore revoke your ſaid appointment. 


Your conduct in quitting the confiden- 
tial office which. you filled, and going pri- 
vately into the ſervice of the Nabob, ap- 
pears alſo to the Court of Directors of ſo 
extraordinary and alarming a nature, and 
as holding out ſuch an evil example to 
their ſervants in general, who ought to be 
diſcouraged and deterred by every means 
in their power from practices of the ſame 


kind, that they have thought proper to 
diſmiſs 
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diſmiſs you from their ſervice, and I am 


directed to ſignify to you ſuch diſmiſſion 
accordingly. 
I have the honour to be, 
SIR, 
Your molt obedient, 
humble ſervant, 


J. HupLEsTON, Sec. 


Fort St. George, 
Feb. 12, 1783. 


P. S. If you have any diſpatches from 
the Governor General and Council to the 
right honorable the Preſident and Select 


Committee, they requeſt you will be ſo 


obliging as to forward them by the tappal * 


without delay. 


The cauſe of this marked diſpleaſure of 
ſo ſmall a majority as one of the Court of 


Directors of July 1782, originated, I will 
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6 A LETTER TO THE 


hope, in a haſty opinion, that a ſervant of 
the Company had, regardleſs of his duty, 
accepted of a commiſſion from a foreign 
power, and had acted under that commiſ- 
ſion, adverſely to their intereſts. But, 
wide, indeed, from the fact was that con- 
cluſion, were it as I have aſſumed. The 
ſervant, at whom their indignation was 
levelled, felt for no foreign power hoſtile 
to their welfare. He felt, on the contra- 
ry, for their intereſts; for one and the 
ſame are the intereſts of the Nabob of the 
Carnatic and the Company: and he wiſh- 
ed for no more than to have been the hum- 
ble means with the ſuperior Government 
of England in India, of giving ſtability to 
thoſe intereſts, and of drawing into uſeful 
and productive being the very few re- 
ſources which were left to the almoſt- 
ruined Carnatic. 


But I will not preſume on your pa- 


tience, and recapitulate the dreadful and 
com- 


couRT OF DIRECTORS. 7 


complicated ſeries of misfortune which 


had ruſhed in on your affairs, and even- 


tually threatened the annihilation of your 
intereſts at Madras in 1780. The records 
of that unfortunate period are before you, 
and I ſhall therefore dwell no farther on 
them than to ſay, that the gloomy aſpect 
of your political fituation then led me, 
fortified by a conſcious rectitude, and re- 
gardleſs of private conſideration, to the 
ſteps I took: and that thoſe ſteps were 
deemed far from reprehenfible by the ſu- 
perior powers on the ſpot, aKkath been 
manifeſted in the explicit teſtimony of 
your Governor General and Council of 
Bengal. 


The papers which I ſhall now. beg 
leave to appeal to, will, I hope, corrobo- 
rate this aſſertion, and prove, in a man- 
ner the moſt unequivocal, that the public 
good was my ſole and only motive in pro- 
ceeding to Bengal on the affairs of the 
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Carnatic; and that if reprehenſion was 
due for having diſpenſed with, what was 
in my mind, an unimportant form, when 
our very exiſtence was at ſtake, farther 
rigor was, perhaps, unneceſſary, as it 
could only ſerve to brand a good inten- 
tion with ſuſpicion or diſgrace, | 


The Governor General of Bengal did 
me the honour to receive from me, in 
July 1783, the following letter ; upon 
which, though written haſtily, and with- 


out any view to publication, I ſhall in 


great meaſure reſt my defence. It hath 
already been communicated to the Court 
of Directors; yet the praying your atten» 
tion to it, cannot, I hope, be conſtrued 
either preſuming or diſreſpectful. 


To 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 9 


To the Honorable WaRREN HAST IN GS, E. 


Governor General of Bengal, &c. Sc. 


Calcutta, July 18, 1783. 


HONORABLE SIR, 

I HAVE had the honor to receive 
your commands of the 12th inſtant, direct- 
mg me * to inform you whether I ever 
e reccived a letter written to me by Mr, 
“Stephen Sulivan by your direction, 
& which intimated a with, in any way, 


to accommodate the appointment which 


&« held from the Governor General and 


* 


Council of Bengal, of their miniſter at 
* the Durbar of the Nabob Walla- Jaw, 


% to the wiſhes of Lord Macartney ;" 


deſiring me“ to produce a copy of that 
letter, and of my reply ;” and farther 


calling upon ne“ to mention what paſſed 
upon the ſubject of it with Lord Ma- 
„ cartney.” 


To 
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To theſe particular points J ſhall, in the 
ſubſequent part of this addreſs, fully, aud, 
I hope, ſatisfactorily reply. In the mean 
while, as the preſent opportunity affords 
me ſome little means to explain, if not to 
vindicate, the conduct I have purſued 
ſince my laſt return to India, and for 
which I have met with cruel, and, I 


would fain flatter myſelf, unmerited pu- 


niſhment, I ſhall crave the indulgence of 


your attention for a few moments. The 


nature, indeed, of what I am to have 


the honor to lay before you, in anſwer 


to the queſtion you have been pleaſed to 
put to me, neceflarily requires a ſmall 


degree of retroſꝑection. 


It is needleſs for me, as matters have 
been relative merely to myſelf, to go far- 
ther back than the month of February, 
1781, when I was in poſſeſſion of the 
Secretaryſhip of the military department 
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COURT OF DIRECTORS. 11 


of Fort St. George, in conſequence of the 
expreſs orders of the Court of Directors“. 


In that ſituation, and acting to the beſt 
of my ability, advice came from Europe 
of the appointment of Mr. Stephen Suli— 
van to the Reſidency of Tanjore; an ap- 
pointment of great conſequence, but one 
which I had reaſon to ſuppoſe Mr. Sulivan 
would relinquiſh for the poſt which he ſo 
honorably held of your confidential Se- 
eretary. Impreſſed with ideas of this na- 
ture, and ſatisfied of Mr. Sulivan's entire 


* « Extract of a Letter to Fort St. George, 3d f 
February, 1780. 


« Mr. Richard Sulivan, who has ſerved us ſeveral 
« years with fidelity and reputation on your civil 
« eſtabliſhment, and who is now returning to his 
rank therein on the ſhip London, being deſirous of 
« reſuming his former employ of Secretary to the 
military department, with the poſt of Judge Advo- 
* cate General, (always annexed thereto) we there- 
fore direct that Mr. Sulivan be appointed to ſuc- 
ceed to thoſe employs, whenever they may be 
vacated by Mr, Oakeley,” 


diſpoſition 
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diſpoſition to render me ſervice, if in his 
power, I wrote to him on the ſubject. 1 
told him of the intelligence we had re- 
ceived, of the favorable light in which 
the appointment was generally viewed, of 
the earneſt inclination I had that he ſhould 
accept of ſo flattering a teſtimony of ſe- 
lection by the Company; but, in the 
event of a diſinclination to return from 
Bengal, of my warm with to be his ſub- 
ſtitute in the Reſidentſhip of Tanjore. 
Mr. Sulivan will pardon me, I hope, for 
thus making uſe of his name. Unhand- 
ſome and 1lliberal infinuations, in thoſe 
who have found it convenient to be my 
enemies, have alone compelled me to it. 
The ſevereſt cenſures have been caſt upon 
me, uncalled upon, and unheard in my 
defence. Miſrepreſentation has been re— 
ceived as demonſtrative proof. In fact, I 
have fallen a victim to faction; and all 
that has been left to me has been after 

| condem- 
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condemnation, thus to attempt at the vin- 


dication of my character. 


Perfect as my reliance was upon Mr. 
Sulivan, I yet conceived it would not be 
improper for me to be upon the ſpot at 
Bengal, ſhould any new regulations take 
place with reſpect to the management of 


the affairs of the Company in India, and 


which were then loudly talked of; and 


eſpecially if thoſe regulations were to have 
conferred an internal controlling power on 
the Governor General and Council over 
the other Preſidencies. On this account, 
I determined on a viſit to Bengal; but 
this was only one reaſon, and that too en- 
tirely perſonal. I had, however, others, 
and thoſe more cogent : I ſhall now ex- 
plain them with all the brevity in my 


power. 


When Hyder-Ally-Cawn entered the 


Carnatic in the year 1780, the force of 


that 
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that country was ſo ſcattered, and the re- 
ſources: of it ſo reduced, or ſo diverted 
from their proper channel, that ſcarcely 
any thing ſhort of irreparable ruin pro- 
miſed to be the iſſue. In a criſis fo alarm- 
ing, you, Sir, with the other members of 
the then controlling Government, though 
grievouſly loaded with the whole burden 
of the arduous war of the Mahrattahs, 
and though hourly liable to the calamitous 
effects of an almoſt-univerſal combination 
of the enemies of the Engliſh name, de- 
terminately ſtood forth, and, with incon- 
ceivable exertions, amply, and, I may 
venture to ſay, providentially recruited 
the means and ſpirits of the Carnatic. 
The arrival of General Coote at Madras 
gave new life and vigour to the operations 
of the field, as well as to the deliberations 
of the Cabinet: but radical errors had 


crept into the ſyſtem of Adminiſtration at 
Madras, | 
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It is not my buſineſs to caſt retroſpec- 
tive crimination on the conduct of others, 
while my object is profeſſedly the vindica- 
tion of certain parts of my own. An in- 
dividual preſumes too much when he drops 
a cenſure that can with propriety only 
proceed from a competent authority, For 
me, therefore, to pronounce on the Go- 
vernment of Madras, at the time I am 
ſpeaking, or at any time antecedent to it, 
would be inconſiſtent with that deference 
and reſpect which, I hope, I ſhall always 
pay to the opinions of my ſuperiors. I 
ſhall, therefore, confine mylelf to the 
fimple remark, that the double Admini- 
ſtration of the affairs of the Carnatic was 
unproductive at the moment, and eſſen- 
tially barren in the proſpect. Nor was 
that all — its evil tendency went farther : 
it went from the rubs and jarring of divi- 
ded opinions, to erroneous accounts, and 


alarming repreſentations. That they were 
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16 rern TO THE 


deſigned to miſlead, I will not pretend to 
ſay. 


In alluding to circumſtances of this na- 


ture, I with to carry back your attention, 


Sir, to thoſe documents, or to thoſe Re- 
ports, on which the Governor General 
and Council conceived it right, as a mea- 
ſure of the laſt extremity, to cede the 
Southern Provinces of the Carnatic, 
amounting to five and twenty lacks of 
rupees per annum, in perpetuity to the 
Dutch Eaſt-India Company, for the im- 
mediate aid of one thouſand Europeans: 
to ſuch a deſperate ſituation was the Car- 
natic ſuppoſed to be reduced. And I do it 
the more eſpecially, as that apparently-un- 
avoidable diſmemberment of the Carnatic 
was the firſt inducement I had publicly to 
exert myſelf with the Government Gene- 
ral of India, for the benefit of that coun- 


try and of its unhappy prince, 


The 


CO 
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The treaty which was executed by the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal 
on the one part, and by the Government 
of Chinſurah on the other, and which 
was ſent to the Nabob Walla- Jaw, to be 
by him ultimately executed for the ceſſion 
of the Southern Provinces of the Carnatic 
to the Dutch, was by that prince returned 
to Bengal unexecuted ; and his plea, out 
of delicacy to thoſe of Madras, who had 
been the cauſe of ſuch a meaſure, was, 
the intelligence which had juſt arrived, of 
e the King of Great Britain's declaration 
« of April, 1780, whereby all amicable 
« treaties were laid aſide with the Dutch, 
« placing them in no better ſituation than 
„ any other neutral power ;” and which 
conſequently ſhewed the propriety of 
« withholding from that nation the 
means of acquiring any undue influence 
in the Carnatic.” 


. The 
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The alarm, however, occafioned to the 
Nabob by this tranſaction, was great. 
Long habit had made him tolerably paſ- 
ſive under what he termed oppreffions 
from the Government of Madras; but 
here he thought he ſaw an interference 
ruinous to his affairs: an interference 
adopted, he was convinced, from the miſ- 


repreſentations of his enemies, and the in- 


veterate chagrin of diſappointed expec- 
tants. Theſe were his expreſſions. To 
remedy, therefore, the abuſes which he 
thus complained of, and to make a provi- 
ſion for his family, the Nabob conceived 
it right to ſend a deputation to Bengal, 
to lay before the Government General the 
ſtate of his affairs; to gain the advantage 
of diſintereſted advice, and to conclude a 
treaty with the national repreſentatives of 
England, which ſhould ſecure to him his 
rights, and ſcreen him from diſtreſſes, 
ſimilar to thoſe which he had already 


grievoully ſuſtained. Independent of this, 
another 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 2g 
another conſideration urged the Nabob, 
and it was one, at that moment, of the 
higheſt importance; — I mean the bring- 


ing the Mahrattahs into a pacific * 
tion with your Government. 


7 


The Nabob Walla- Jaw had long wiſhed 


to be employed as the mediator between 
the Engliſh and the Mahrattahs. The 
temper of the Poonah Durbar he pro- 
feſſed himſelf thoroughly acquainted with. 
He was told from the Mahrattah capital, 
that his mediation would probably ſucceed: 
and that it might have done ſo, is poſſible, 
he being, perhaps, the only one of the 
country powers who could negociate with 
out being ſuppoſed to be perſonally inte- 
reſted. From Nizam-Ally-Cawn, down- 
wards, each had claims of ſome ſort or other 
on the poſſeſſions of the Mahrattah State. 


With objects of this magnitude in con- 
templation, and from a paragraph in one 
C 2 of 
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of your letters to him, which called upon 
him to uſe his influence at the Court of 
Poonah for the purpoſes of - peace, the 
Nabob earneſtly gave into the idea which 
preſented itſelf, of deputing an embaſly 
to that quarter, together with the embaſly, 
which I before mentioned, to Bengal. 
Whom to confer that truſt upon, it was 


not ſo caſy to determine. 


Of all the principal Cawns of the Na- 
bob's Durbar, none ſtood ſo high in confi- 
dence and truſt as Siyed-Aſſam-Cawn. A 
twenty-years trial in offices of the greateft 
truſt in the Carnatic, had convinced the 
Nabob of his integrity and abilities. His 
family and perſonal character were likewife 
reſpected through Hindoſtan. In ſhort, on 
every ground of conſideration, Siyed-Aſ- 
ſam-Cawn ſtruck the Nabob as the propereſt 
perſon to be deputed on both of theſe em- 
baſſies; but Siyed-Afſam-Cawn was averſe 


to the undertaking, as it related to himſelf, 
4 In 
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In this predicament, the Nabob did me 
the honor to apply to me. A very long 
acquaintance had imprefled the Nabob 
with the favorable diſpoſition to beheve, 
that I ſhould be happy to exert any little 
means in my power towards the accom- 
pliſhing of any matters which could tend 
either to his, or to the general welfare, 

He knew he could unboſom himſelf to me 
more openly than to moſt other Euro- 
- peans; and as the Carnatic was concerned, 


- he was certain, at leaſt, of rectitude on 


\ my part in any arrangements which might 
t be negociated. In this temper of mind, 
- the Nabob deſired I would accept of ple- 
8 nipotentiary powers to you, Sir, and to 
e the Pundit-Purdhaun of Poonah. I yielded 
1 at once — The diſtinction was flattering — 
- I felt great ſatisfaction in being brought 
ſt forward in a queſtion in which was in- 
- volved the happineſs of millions: I even 
le anticipated credit and reputation ; for my 
f. intentions were pure, and my views moſt 
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22 A LETTER TO THE 
honeſtly confined to the public cauſe. 

The iſſue has ſhewn me the weakneſs of 
my concluſions, The acceptance of this 
important truſt, however, and the very 
Jong journey I was to undertake, firſt to 
Bengal, and thence to Poonah, ſoon point- 
ed out the neceſſity of a colleague. III- 
nefs, or a thouſand other accidents, might 
befal a ſingle perſon on the road: it was 
but prudent, therefore, to guard againſt 
what might eventually fruſtrate the object 
of the miſſion. On this account, Siyed- 
Affam-Cawn was again applied to, and 
with more ſucceſs than in the firſt inſtance, 
He agreed to be joined with me in the 
commiſſion, 


The matter thus brought to a conclu- 
ſion, it became the ſubject of deliberation, 
whether or not it ſhould be communicated 
to the Government of Madras. To me it 
was very immaterial. To the Nabob, 

however, 


\ 
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however, it was otherwiſe. He appre- 
hended: conſequences that, to him, were 
alarming, His principal reaſons were, 
the jealouſy of the Governor and Council 
of Fort St. George, ſhould they be ac- 
quainted with his ſoliciting the protection 
of Bengal; their anger at his deſire to 
enter into a treaty with the Supreme 
Board ; and, perhaps, their endeavours to 
prevent his exoneration from the heavy 
and undefined load which had long and 
moſt grievouſly oppreſſed hun. Theſe, I 
ſay, were ſome of his reaſons : —he had 
others; but thoſe I ſhall omit, as they do 
not immediately apply to the fubje& in 
diſcuſſion. 


The Nabob feeling in the manner I 
have mentioned, and anxious for our de- 
parture, leſt accident ſhould diſcover what 
was in agitation, we earneſtly ſet to work, 
and, in a few days, embarked for Bengal, 

C 4 our 
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our firſt place of deſtination *. And here it 
may not be amiſs ſimply to remark the 
ſituation of affairs, as it then preſented 
itſelf, February, 1781. To your indul- 
gence, I am ſure, I may ſafely appeal. 
A ſuffering man has nothing to fear, 
though he ſhould lay before you the opi- 
nion (however erroneous) that regulated 
his conduct. The puniſhment that has 
been inflicted on me by the Court of 
DireQors, is declaredly founded on this 
my embaſly to Bengal. Fortune, ſtation, 
and what is dearer to me than all, my 
good name, on this baſis, has received a 
wound, which honor and innocence ſhould 
have ſheltered me from, 


The beginning of the year 1781 faw 
the Engliſh intereſts in India in a moſt 
awful ſituation. A confederacy of the 


* Leave had been granted me, by the Governor 
and Select Committee, to proceed to that Preſidency 
on my private concerns. 


moſt 
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moſt powerful princes of the Peninſula 
had taken place againſt us. The two 
moſt conſiderable members of it, Hyder- 
Ally-Cawn and the Government of Poo- 
nah, were in arms. The one occaſioning 
a ſcene of warfare, which, from its diſ- 
tance and expence, was overwhelming ; 
and the other, laying waſte and deſolating 
the Carnatic. The Soubahdar of the De- 
can, wary, but ſtill inclinable to take. part 
in like offenſive operations. Mhadajie- 
Bhonſalah actually in the field with an 
army of twenty-five thouſand horſe, and 
threatening the ſouthern provinces of Ben- 
gal: and, if fame ſpoke true, even the nor- 
thern chieftains of Hindoſtan doubtful, or 


in the diſpoſition to commence hoſtilities *. 
In 


* « Extract of a Letter from NIZ Au-ALLVY-CAWN to 
© Nupjir-Cawn, Miniſter of the Mogul, and 
©« Captain General of his Armies, dated Sept. 25, 
« 1780, 


The world is now involved in calamities through 
the turbulence of the Engliſh. The deceits of this 
« wicked 
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In a ſcene of ſuch imminent difficulty, 
when nothing leſs than annihilation to our 
very 


& wicked nation are ſpread over the whole empire. 
% Wherever the ſeed of their malignity has been ſown, 
« it has ſhortly grown up into a tree, bearing the 
fruits of their wickedneſs. Theſe people, with the 
« greateſt inward deceit and treachery, under the 
* cloak of ſincerity, and profeſſing a ſtrict adherence 
& to their engagements, have ſtretched forth their 
© hands over what they in a moſt humble manner at 
* firſt affected to borrow; — a people worſe than 
« women, who by their fraud, and the fire of their 
&« cannon, which, without diſtinction, is an enemy to 
« all, have trod under, and confumed the honor of the 
i moſt illuſtrious families in this country; — a hand- 
« ful of people, without a head or foundation, have 


t poſſeſſed themſelves of the three richeſt provinces in 


« the empire, every one of which is equal to a king- 
« dom; — a ſet of merchants without a name, and 
&* ſcarcely known, have engroſſed, and diſpoſed of as 
de they pleaſed, the revenues of the Imperial Crown; 
“ a handful of tradeſmen, who in their nature are 
& like foxes, have pretended to put themſelves on a 
& footing with tygers. — Since the neceſſity of pu- 
* niſhing this wicked people is obvious, there is no 
<« time to be loſt in conſidering of it, for theſe ſhame- 
& leſs people are not able to face the heroes of war, or 
&« bear their deadly blows. They are indebted to for- 


t tune alone, which has fayored them hitherto, for 
: 60 the 


3 
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very exiſtence in the eaſt was apprehend- 
ed by numbers, who argued not from ti- 


midity, 


« the acquiſitions they have made. With hoſtile in- 
te tentions, which they conceal under appearances of 
« a friendly epiſtolary correſpondence, they are, ſince 
ce the laſt wars againſt them, enjoying eaſe and tran- 
« quillity in their corners. We owe this to our miſ- 
« fortunes and fins; (the Almighty changes not the 

« fituation of men until they change it by their own 
actions :) yet the Almighty has been pleaſed to in- 
« fuſe his divine light into me, and point out by in- 
« ſpiration a way to puniſh theſe people, for I was 
« the firſt, through the favor of His Gracious Majeſ- 
« ty, to contrive the means of rooting them out. As 
« theſe ſhameleſs people have eſtabliſhed ſettlements 
« in different parts of the empire, under the pretence 
&« of giving aſſiſtance to ſuch as are powerful in wealth 
« and territories againſt their enemies, and raiſed the 
* flame of war, it will be difficult to root them out 
« entirely, unleſs a reſolution takes place to attack 
« and chaſtiſe them at once from all quarters; for if 
« the fire of war is not lighted at the very foundation 
of this people, wherever they are, their ſettlements 
* cannot be finally deſtroyed. It was with this view 
„ that I Kirred up the Poonah Miniſters and Hyder- 
% Ally-Cawn againſt them. The Poonah army was 

* to attack the troops which, under Colonel Goddard, 

"* yere raiſing troubles in Guzarat and at Surat. 
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midity, but who grounded their reaſon— 


ings upon what had the appearance of in- 


evitable 


„ Hyder-Ally-Cawn, agreeably to this plan, is de- 


* 
— 


66 


ſtroy ing the country about Arcot and Madras, and 
engages their attention on that ſide. Mhadajie- 
Bhonſalah will attack the Bengal provinces, which 
are in the neighbourhood of Berar. I contrived ſo 
that theſe people ſhould be fo cloſely attacked, and 
inveſted on all ſides, that they ſhould want for all 
forts of proviſions, ſo as to be reduced in a ſhort 
time to the extremity of their former ſituation, 
All thoſe whom I engaged in this have performed 
their parts, and agreed to make war and peace with 
the concurrence of each other, that neither of the 
parties ſhould get any advantage, or loſe, without 
the other ſharing in it. 


« His Gracious Majeſty has, without doubt, been 
informed of this my plan from the intelligence pa- 
pers from the Decan. The Crown Mutthaſuddees 
in the different Jaghires, whoſe conſtant employ- 
ment is to write the occurrences of the day, have, 
no doubt, tranſmitted accounts of it, as this plan 


&« has been ſhewn to all the Foujdars and Jemetdars 


cc 


of the Decan; they ſeeing advantages likely to ac- 
crue from it to themſelves, have acquieſced and 


paid obedience to it. Hyder-Ally-Cawn accord- 


ingly has marched towards Arcot and Madras, and 


lighted the flame of war in that country ; — Mha- 
« dajie- 
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evitable conſequences ; —'1n ſuch a ſcene 


your exertions alone were looked to for 


general 


% dajie-Bhonſalah had ſent his ſon Chimnajee-Bhonſa- 


cc 


lah with twenty thouſand horſe towards Bengal; the 


fair ſeaſon being almoſt over, they remained in the 


“ Cuttack country, but, by the bleſſing of God, they 


A 
— 


«c 


will enter into Bengal at the beginning of next 


year. The forces of the Pundut-Purdhaun ſought 


opportunities to attack Colonel Goddard to the 


weſtward, but the rains ſetting in, they were 


obliged to go into quarters, but firſt deſtroyed, ac- 
cording to their cuſtom, all the grain and provi- 
ſions in the country. They will, with the bleſſing 
of God, effectually deſtroy the enemy at the be- 


ginning of the year. 


% have thought proper to give information of all 
this to His Majeſty before it happened, leſt he might 
imagine this confederacy was intended for ſome- 
thing elſe. Without a blow is itruck at the ene- 
my they cannot be deſtroyed effectually. The dif- 
covery of this plan cannot be any detriment to it 
now; and I have therefore given you a particular 
account of what has been done, and of the advan- 
tages which will accrue from this great underta- 
king. Mhadajie-Bhonſalah's forces are employed 
to invade Bengal ; but as they are not very conſi- 
derable, it would be proper to ſend his Majeſty's 
army to the number of two hundred thouſand 

« horſe 
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general and particular ſalvation. But what 
was the ſtate in which you were ſuppoſed 
to be? Great and extenſive plans againſt 
the Mahrattahs, it was conjectured, had 
already exhauſted the immediate reſources 
of your government. Money on loan ap- 
peared the only means you had of fur- 
niſhing the neceflary diſburſements for the 
general war. Bombay pennyleſs, and 
ever a loling colony, though then poſ- 
ſeſſing the Concan and part of the Guza- 
rat provinces, was ſtill ſo far from being 
able to give aſſiſtance, that ſhe drew upon 
Bengal for enormous ſupplies. Madras, 
plunged into almoſt irremediable difficul- 


© horſe by Lucknow into Bengal, and join with Hol- 
* kar and Mhadajie-Scindia, the two Mahrattah 
« chiefs, for that purpoſe. The more quarters in 
„ which theſe Chriſtians are engaged, the more they 
& will be divided, and at a loſs to act againſt ſuch at- 
* tacks, Keep this in your view, and let no one 
« have the leading of this expedition but yourſelf, and 
« embrace this opportunity of eſtabliſhing the impe- 
«* rial authority and power of His Sacred Majeſty.” 


_ ries 
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ties, had neither treaſury nor credit. 'The 
enemy was at her gates; and her monthly 
expences were ſuch, as nothing but your 
ſaving interpoſition could have enabled 
her to have borne. In this fituation were 
affairs ſuppoſed to be, when the idea pre- 
ſented itſelf of an embaſſy to Poonah, 
which it was hoped would put an end to 
the horrors and calamities of war; aud on 
the leſſer ſcale, when an embaſſy to the 
Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
on the part of the Nabob, would, it. was 
ſuppoſed, aſcertain thoſe eſſential points 
which were become abſolutely neceflary 
to the defence and ſafety of the Carnatic, 


Thus, Sir, were matters viewed by me, 
as well as by various others, infinitely 
more enlightened; and thus viewing 
them, my coming round to Bengal 1 
thought would have entitled me to com- 
mendation. The contrary has fatally 
happened. 

Upon 


Waal, el LE. 2 . = 
— —— ———— <2 „ q 8 . N 
9 F * — ll es. ot MPR. naar * a ** — 1 K ——_— 
8 — 2 en ' C = 2 * od N — — 
„ 0 * WC - < 
1 * * _— b — - : E 
a N . Fs - — 2 nr : 
a Cos 4.2 - 4 * 1 *y * - - 


Ls. = 8 
7 hy * 
1 9m 
8 — - 
& oy 


aka ». 
* 


E _ : 2 So 
—— a - + 7 


—— [ — y 
— . ET 
= == * — — E 

2 — 


32 A LETTER TO THE 


Upon our arrival in Bengal early in 
March, 1781, Siyed-Aflam-Cawn and 
myſelf had the honor of opening to you 
the nature of our two-fold embaſſy, and 
the inſtructions we had received from the 
Nabob, to take ſuch ſteps only as ſhould 
meet with your ideas, and with your en- 
tire approbation. You were pleaſed to 
liſten to us with attention. As matters 
related to the Carnatic, you indeed heſi- 
tated a little, not being defirous of giving 
the ſmalleſt degree of offence to the Go- 
vernor and Council of Madras : but when 
it was repreſented to you, that the Nabob 
applied himſelf to your Government, as 
to that of the nation as well as that of 
the Company, and that to no other Go- 
vernment would he, or could he, entruſt 
the great object of our miſhon, the ffipu- 
lating for the excluſrve appropriation of 
the revenues of the Carnatic for the ex- 
pences of the war with Hyder-Ally-Cawn, 
you then aſſented to the propoſition for a 


treaty, 
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treaty, which we made on the part of the 


Nabob, and ſhortly after executed a provi- 
fional one, in the general ſtyle and man- 
ner of Eaſtern inſtruments of that nature, 
the Sawall and Jawab, or requiſition and 


1 eply. 


To the deputation to the Mahrattahs 
you had objections. Vou did us the favor 
to expreſs to us, in terms the moſt une- 
quivocal, your anxious inclination for a 
general and a permanent peace with the 
powers of India, the Mahrattahs in parti- 
cular, You told us of the ſteps you were 
taking for that defirable purpoſe. You 
admitted that the mediation of the Nabob 
Walla-Jaw would carry with it unqueſ- 
tionable weight : but you at the ſame time 
gave us to underſtand, that as General 
Goddard, on the Bombay ſide, was going 
on ſucceſsfully; as Colonel Pearſe had 
paſſed unmoleſted through the Cuttack 

D country; 
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country; and as the army oppoſed tg 
Mhadajie-Scindia had every proſpect of 
reducing that chief to extremities, you 
were grounded in the opinion, that freſh 
overtures to the Poonah Adminiſtration 
would be but increaſing the exorbitancy 
of their demands, and that, therefore, it 
would be more eligible to give up the idea 
of the embaſſy to the Pundit-Purdhaun. 


We ſubmitted ourſelves, as we were 
inſtructed, entirely to your direction, and 
confined ourſelves afterwards to the ar- 
rangement of the affairs of the Carnatic. 


On the 2d of April, 1781, the provi- 
onal treaty with the Nabob Walla- Jaw 
was ſigned and interchanged ; and on the 
ſame day, and at the ſame time, one of 
much greater importance was executed, 
and that which firſt gave the definitive 


blow to the combination of our enemies, 
the 


ive 
les, 


the 
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the treaty of alliance with Mhadajie-Bhon- 


ſalah, Rajah of Naugpore. And here let 
me remark, that this was the firſt time 
that the Governor General and Council, 
at the earneſt ſolicitation of Siyed-Aſſam- 
Cawn, on the behalf of his maſter, came - 


into the reſolution of appointing a mini- 


ſter and repreſentative at the Carnatic ' 


Durbar, who ſhould have power to ſee 


that the ſtipulations of the treaty were 


duly and faithfully carried into execution. 


The appointment, at the formal requeſt 
of the Nabob, was flatteringly beſtowed 
upon me. It is not for me to dwell upon 
the particular motives which urged the 
Nabob to this predilection; neither would 
it be becoming in me to hint even at the 
reaſons which urged the Supreme Board 
to an acquieſcence in his deſire. It is ſuffi- 
cient for me to ſay, that however deficient 
in abilities, I ſtill was conceived not un- 
worthy of confidence and truſt. The cre- 


dentials were accordingly given to me, 


D 2 | and 
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and I returned to Madras as the miniſter 


of your Government “. 


A very tedious journey, owing to the 
communication being cut off between Ma- 


zulipatam and Madras, retarded the arri-- 


val of the treaty at the latter place until 
very late in Auguſt, 1781, although we 
had departed from Calcutta the 2d of May, 
The time which elapſcd between theſe 

| | dates, 


s Extrad of Private Inſirufions from Mr. HasTiNGs 
to Mr. R. SULLV AN. | 


| « Fort William, April 6, 178r. 

« You quitted Calcutta ſo much more precipitately 
than expected, that I had not my difpatches ready 
4 to deliver to you; and | now fend you the Nabob's 
letter at ſome hazard of the way. To the letter I 
% have adged a P. S. dictated, word for word, to my 
« Moonſhee for correction, and written in my own 
% hand, It gave me an hour's hard labor, Leſt it 
% ſhould not prove legible, 1 ſend you a fair copy of 
it incloſed in this, and defire you to urge the argu- 
« ments which it contains in the moſt forcible lan- 
« guage that you can convey them in. A reſpect for 
„ the Nabob prevented my faying, that if he does 


ce his 


COURT OF DIRECTORS. 37 


dates, ſaw a moſt unexpected change of 


men and 'meaſures at the Prefidency of 


Fort St. George. Mr. Smith had been re- 


moved from the ſeat of Government, and 
Lord Macartney placed in it. by an imme- 
diate appointment from the Company. 
On the 22d of Auguſt I reached Madras, 
and that very day preſented to Lord Ma- 
cartney the diſpatches of the Governor 
General and Council. I will confeſs, I 


« his part in the execution of the agreement, I will 
do mine, and I will be his friend while I live, both 
in India and England; but, that if he abandons me 


„ and himſelf in this buſineſs, I will be his inveterate 


4 and irreconcileable enemy; for 1 will not ſuffer any 
* man to make me an object of contempt with impu- 
« nity. We have called upon General Coote for his 
« ſupport of the agreement, both as a member of the 
% Government, which 1s bound to maintain it, and as 
« the ultimate object of it. If the Nabob is reſolute, 
no power whatever can defeat the plan; for I am 
& reſolved, for my own part, to defend it with the 
% moſt deſperate perſonal examples, if nothing elſe 
« will do; and will proceed yet farther, by forcing 
« a public inquiry upon any oppoſition that it meets 
& with at home.“ 


D 3 felt 


38 A LETTER TO THE 


felt a good deal at the unpleaſant circum- 
ſtances in which Lord Macartney ſaw 
himſelf involved by my appointment. 
To him every thing came home, although 
his nomination to the Government had 
ſcarcely taken place in England at the 
time the treaty was concluded : but what 
was to be done? The treaty and the ap- 
pointment were formally notified to the 
Nabob. The welfare of his country, and 
the happineſs of himſelf and of his fa- 
mily, he flattered himſelf, were to ſpring 
from the arrangements. In ſhort, he 
thought he could, in conſequence, and 
for once in his life, ſay, he was the Na- 


bob of the Carnatic, the unfettered ſove- 


reign of his dominions. 


But this did not relieve me from em- 
barraſſment. I felt, indeed, a great de- 


gree of ſatisfaction in being in any man- 
ner inſtrumental to the repoſe of the Na- 
bob: but yet my Lord Macartney was a 


new 
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new man! A fair and unimpeached cha- 
racer had apparently gained him his Go- 
vernment : he ſtood unaccuſed of a diſpo- 
ſition to thoſe practices which had driven 
the Nabob to ſhelter himſelf under the 
protection of Bengal. Thus ſituated, my 
only reſource was in the latitude, which I 
was well aſſured, you would pardon me 
in taking. I had intimately known your 
delicacy and fcruples, even when forming 
the arrangements, when the name of Lord 
Macartney, as Governor of Madras, was 
not ſo much as thought of. In my firſt 
conference with Lord Macartney, I ex- 
plained to him that delicacy and thofe 
ſcruples: I voluntarily promiſed him to 
ſuſpend the executive part of my commiſ- 
fion, and to wait the deciſion of any ap- 
peal he might deem it expedient to make 
to Bengal. In writing to you, Sir, on 
the ſubject, the next day, I made uſe of 
theſe words: — On delivering my dif- 
patches to the Nabob, both he and his 

D 4 “ ſons 
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« ſons felt the warmeſt gratitude. They 
„ promiſed to be implicitly guided by 
* your advice, and in all things to do as 
% you would have them. This I firmly 
& believe to be their intention. Their 
6 preſent eaſe and future proſperity de- 
„ pend upon it: neither ſhall the idea be 
& permitted to die away, while I am ca- 


6“ pable of reminding them of the whole 


c 


* 


of what they are indebted to your Go- 
« vernment. Lord Macartney, however, 
4 ſees matters ſomewhat differently from 
« the Durbar. On the ſubject of the 


treaty and the appointment, he unre- 
o 


ſervedly, and with candor, told- me, 
„that the novelty of it required conſide- 
% ration. That he meant to act with 
* the Governor General in every thing: 
& but that, as ſome attention was due to 


& his own ſituation, he could wiſh me to 
* 


ſuſpend the execution of my commiſ- 


& fon until he ſhould have repreſented 
66 


ſome matters to your conſideration, 


« "That; 
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„That, in the end, however, ſhould you 
« ſtill keep firm to the propriety of the 
* arrangement, and to the utility of a 
« miniſter at the Nabob's Durbar, he 
„% would, without any farther heſitation, 
* go hand in hand with me in the execu- 
„ tion of the treaty.” My reaſon for 
thus quoting at length is, merely to thew 
the grounds of my forbearance to act im- 
mediately at Madras; and for which, 
though at the moment I was profuſely 
| thanked, I have ſince been given to under- 
ſtand, I have been treated the very re- 
verſe of commendation, by the Governor, 
Lord Macartney, and his Select Com- 

mittee, in their public capacities “. 
However 


* Lord Macartney himſelf did me the honor of 
mentioning me about a month afterwards to Mr. 
Haſtings, in the following terms, September 28, 
1781: | 


* You lay little conſtraint on my inclination, in 
« recommending Mr. Richard Sulivan to my good 


« offices; beſide the claim, which — (a ſhort com- 
« pliment 
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However open and diſiutereſted my con - 
duct was to the Government of Madras, 
and however certain I was of your coun- 
tenance and ſupport, in deviating from 
the ſtrict letter of my inſtructions, I yet 
had many difficulties to encounter on the 
ſide of the Nabob. The treaty and my 
credentials had with every form and ce- 


remony (as was unavoidable) been pre- 


ſented to him. Importunities upon im- 
portunities daily, hourly accumulated from 
that quarter. I was called upon to act; 


« pliment is here paid by his Lordſhip) — his intereſt 
& is warmly eſpouſed by his kinſman in London, to 
« whom | feel myſelf very much obliged. Mr. R. 
« Sulivan is, I believe, convinced, that had he arrived 
„ here before my acceſſion to the Government, he 
„% would have been ſuſpended from the ſervice. 
« Though, in a public conſideration, I cannot ap- 
© prove of the commiſſion which he holds at preſent, 
& have not the leaſt private or perſonal objection to 
it. If the welfare of the Company's affairs would 
* admit of a repreſentative from the Court of Direc- 


“ tors here, other than the Preſidency, I ſhould re- 


joice at ſuch a witneſs of good, and ſuch a guard 
« againſt bad, conduct.“ 


but 
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but yet I had adopted the line of forbear- 


ance ; and however humiliatmg ſome peo- 


ple might have called it, that line I was 


determined to purſue until your pleaſure 
ſhould be known. 


I now come to that period when the 
letter from your Secretary, Mr. Stephen 
Sulivan, and alluded to in the firſt part of 
this addreſs, firſt reached me. And here J 
muſt take the liberty of requeſting your 
attention to dates. On the 2d of April, 
1781, during the adminiſtration of Mr. 
Smith, the treaty with the Nabob, Wa- 
law-Jaw, was concluded. On the 2d of 
May I left Calcutta with the treaty, in 
company with Siyed-Aſſam-Cawn. On 
the 22d of June Lord Macartney arrived 
at Fort St.. George, as governor of that 
Preſidency, Mr. Smith being removed; 
and on the 21ſt of Auguſt of the ſame 
year I got to Madras, with the firſt public 
documents, all the copies of the treaty, &c. 


meant 


4 


44 A LETTER TO THE 


meant to have been tranimitted by the 
poſt, having miſcarried. I ſpeak of dates, 
as they involve thus much, at leaſt, if no- 
thing more, the ready and earneſt diſþofi- 
tion of your Government to accommodate 
matters to the ſatisfaftion of Lord Mar 
cartney. The letter from Mr. Sulivan to 
me by your order was written on the 1ſt 
of Auguſt, 1781, when you were on your 
way to Banaris, and at one of thoſe im- 
portant moments, when nothing but the 
ſtrongeſt inclination to harmony could 
poſſibly have drawn forth the attention. 
You could then have but juſt heard of my 
Lord Macartney's arrival, Mr. Sulivan's 
words were as follow : 


&« Soorage Gurra, on the Ganges, 


« Aug. 1, 1781. 

The arrival of Lord Macartney at 
Fort St. George, and the change which 
has thereby been produced in the Go- 
* vernment of Madras, have led Mr. 

+ Haſtings 
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Haſtings to think differently of your 
appointment, as Reſident on the part 
of the Bengal Government, from what 
it appeared to him before, when it be- 


came an act of neceflity from the con- 


duct of the late Adminiſtration. In 


ſhort, he is apprehenſive (and I truſt 
you will allow not without reaſon) that 
his Lordſhip may view you with an eye 
of jealouſy, and conſider you as fixed 
there as a ſpy on his actions. To re- 
move, therefore, every appearance of 
this ſort, and to ſecure ſtill better your 
own ground, Mr. Haſtings wiſhes that 
you would ſtate to Lord Macartney 
fairly and candidly the reaſons for ac- 
companying Atlam-Cawn to Bengal, 
and the particular manner in which 
you had been recommended by the Na- 
bob for the preſervation of his intereſts 
in the Carnatic ; that you had, there- 
fore, accepted it, though you knew the 
odium that it would bring upon you in 

„ con- 
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conſequence, which you had prepared 
yourſelf to meet and deſpiſe : but now, 
when things were ſo entirely altered, 
by the removal of the late Adminiſtra- 
tion, and the pointed cenſure of their 
conduct in the general letter from 
home, you would, if the appointment 
was in the leaſt degree obnoxious, or 
diſagreeable to his Lordſhip, requeſt 
leave to decline it. But if, on the con- 
trary, he had no objection to your hold- 
ing it, it was then your wiſh to remain; 
not to be a ſeparate and diſtinct perſon 
for the Nabob, aud unconnected with 
the Government of Madras, but, to 
have an unreſerved and unlimited con- 
fidence with his Lordſhip, and to be 
the inſtrument, through him, of tranſ- 
mitting ſuch particulars to Bengal, as 
he ſhall deem neceſſary to the ſafety of 
the Nabob and the wellbeing of the 
Carnatic. You may add, likewiſe, 


that this 1s the preciſe footing on which 
6. the 
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« the Governor General means your ap- 
* potntment ſhould now ſtand, as it 1s 
© not the intention of the Supreme Coun- 
„ cil to dictate to Lord Macartney in mat- 
„ ters more immediately within his own 
« province, but to aſſiſt and co-operate 


«© with him.“ 


I received the letter containing theſe 
ſentiments late, I think, in September; 
in every event, many days ſubſequent to 
my profefling myſelf reſolved to ſuſpend 
the execution of the miniſterial powers 
until your ultimate determination ſhould 
be had on the ſubject. That, however, 
every poſſible aſſurance might be given to 
my Lord Macartney, that you meant, in 
the moſt unequivocal manner, to conſult 
his ſatisfaQtion, I immediately, on the re- 
ceipt of the letter, ſent it to my Lord 
Macartney by his private ſecretary, Mr. 
Boyd, for his peruſal, My expreſſions to 
that gentleman on delivering the letter 


were, 
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were, That the Governor General had 


„ directed me to communicate his plea- 
„ ſure to his Lordſhip, and that I did it 
„ through him (Mr. Boyd) as the clear- 
e eſt and moſt unreſerved manner that I 
„ could think of.” Mr. Boyd brought 
me back this letter a day or two after- 
wards, but without making any reply or 
acknowledgement on the part of Lord 


Macartney, nor any expreſſions of the 


ſentiments with which he might have 
been impreſſed by this communication. 
This made no alteration in my conduct. 
I conſidered myſelf, and have invariably 
acted accordingly, both as pledged by my 
promiſe to Lord Macartney, and bound 
by your injunctions, to withhold myſelf 
from the execution of the powers with 
which your Government had inveſted me, 
excepting the ſingle inſtance of prevailing 
upon the Nabob to grant the aſſignment, 
as ſhall hereafter be more particularly de- 
tailed, 
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Very early, therefore, was the good diſ- 
poſition of your Government to Lord Ma- 
cartney made known to him. In the firſt 
place by your Miniſter's poſitive, though 
unauthoriſed, ſuſpenſion of his powers; 
and in the ſecond, by the foregoing ex- 
preſs directions, tranſmitted to me by your 
fecretary, Mr. Sulivan. 


It would be weariſome to you, to carry 
you through the mazes of the ſcene which 
preſented itſelf from Auguſt to December, 
1781, Suffice it for me to ſay, that du- 
ring all that time, with the execution of 
the powers of the Miniſter ſuſpended, I 
continued invariably, though not openly, 
to aſſiſt the meaſures of my Lord Macart- 
ney at the Durbar of the Carnatic. Nay, 
I went farther, I, unknown to him, en- 
countered and fruſtrated the conſequences 
which would have reſulted from the opi- 
nions and the apprehenſions of men, 


whom, I confeſs, I conceived prejudiced, 
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but whom J have ſince found to have been 
clear and well founded in their judgement, 
For the explanation of this I reſerve my. 
ſelf to a future opportunity. About the 
beginning of December, or the latter end 
of November, 1781, the negociation on 
the part of Lord Macartney began with 
the Nabob, for that excluſive aſſignment 
of the revenues which was afterwards ac- 
quired. This negociation began with the 
moſt unpromiſing aſpe& to his Lordſhip, 
It was looked upon as viſionary. No man 
could imagine the Nabob could be brought 
to yield to ſo unlimited an interference in 
the management of his country. Indeed, 
my Lord Macartney could not have been 
of that opinion himſelf. It 1s needleſs for 
me to enter into all the particulars, and to 
narrate to you the efforts which were made 
to accompliſh this point. You know them 


full well. You know them from the Na- 


bob himſelf, as well as, by his expreſs 


command, from his Miniſter, Siyed-Aſſam- 


Cawn. 
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Cawn. No one reaſon, however, could 
have had weight with me ſufficient to 
have drawn forth an interference, had it 
not been one of great, and of public ne- 
ceſſity. This was the neceſſity of the 
ſtate :—Months had already elapſed ſince 
our return from Bengal, and yet nothing 
productive had grown out of the trea- 
ty, a treaty profeſſedly of reſource and 
ſupply. Neither did the meaſures that 
were purſuing promiſe any thing ſatisfac- 
tory in the end. This ruined the proſ- 
pect of aid which you had promiſed your- 
ſelf from the Carnatic ; an aid becoming, 
if poſſible, every day more neceſſary and 
important. When I conſidered matters, 
therefore, as they appeared to me, as they 
muſt, indeed, have appeared to every body 
elſe; and when, in the earneſtneſs of ac- 
quiring the aſſignment, it was clearly and 
voluntarily declared, that the interference 
in the revenue was meant to be continued 
no longer than till the concluſion of the 

E 2 war 
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war with Hyder-Ally-Cawn, agreeably to 
the article of the treaty of Fort William, 
I own, I then felt the diſpoſition to urge 
the matter to a concluſion ; and it was 
happily effected the 2d of Dec. 1781, — 
An extract of the Nabob Walla-Jaw's 
letter to you on this ſubject, five days af- 

ter it happened, 1s as follows : 


„Lord Macartney ſent his Secretary, 
« Mr. Staunton, to me, on the 5th of 
November laſt, with a paper, requiring 
e powers to be given to the Taſſaldars to 
& be appointed on the part of the Com- 
4 pany : but as the powers required would 
have been prejudicial to our affairs, I 
* made out others agreeably to the treaty, 
“ and ſent them to his Lordſhip. He did 
£ not approve of them, but recommend- 
e ed the appointment of renters, which I 
agreed to. From a ſincere and hearty 
<< defire for the public good, I have thus 
voluntarily adopted a meaſure for the 
ſup- 
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ſupport of the preſent war; and the 
papers now ſent, eſpecially Lord Ma- 
cartney's letter of thanks to me, will 
ſhew to my friend, that I have in the 
fulleſt manner, and with the moſt un- 
bounded confidence, performed that eſ- 
ſential part of our treaty, which pro- 
vides for the appropriation of the re- 
venues of the Carnatic for the uſes of 
the preſent war during its continuance, 
&c. In entruſting Lord Macartney, 
however, with the authority with 
which I have now inveſted him, I have 
been actuated, as you will learn by 
your miniſter at my Durbar, Mr, Su- 
livan, by the entire rehance which I 
place in the good faith of my friend's 
government,” Lou confirmed to 
me, in a ſeparate article of our treaty, 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of the main- 
tenance of my rights, and the ſupport 
of my authority over my country and 
ſubjects; and your miniſter, who has 
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„given the greateſt ſatis faction to 119 
heart, has, in his letters to me, a- new 
4 pledged the faith of your Government 


for the inviolable preſervation of my 


. 


* 


rights, and for the invariable protection 
* which it is in your power alone to af« 
„ ford me. I could not be brought to fign 
% and ſeal the agreement until I received 
* your miniſter's letter. The Governor 
& gave Mr. Sulivan every ſatisfaction re- 
« ſpecting this buſineſs, and pledged his 
% honor to him. The Governor told me 
&«& himſelf, in Mr. Sulivan's preſence, that 
* he had ſatisfied him.“ 


have quoted the above letter, and have 
dwelt ſomewhat on the ſubject, as in the 
midſt of perſecution, the little ſervices 
I have been enabled to render appear de- 
ſignedly to have been forgotten ; and 
more particularly, as the excluſive merit 
of this tranſaction, if any extraordinary 
or excluſive merit can be claimed from a 
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common diſcharge of duty, ſeems eagerly 
to be graſped at by the Preſidency of Ma- 
dras, I will hope, amongſt the many re- 
prehenſible parts of my charaQer, that va- 
nity is not the principal. In all the letters 
I have had the honor to addreſs you on the 
public ſervice, I do not believe one can 
bear teſtimony of my wiſhing to puſh my- 
ſelf into a very conſpicuous point of view. 
When good fortune has thrown it in my 
power to what it was, in fact, only in- 
cumbent upon me to do, I have always 
gratified myſelf with a ſilent ſatisfaction; 
nor do I ever recollect to have taken from 
the credit of others, or to have deſired to 
have leflened even an opponent's reputa- 
tion, although it might have added to my 
own. What I took the liberty of ſaying 
to you in an addreſs of the 3d of February, 
1782, and which I muſt ſolicit your par-- 
don for appealing to, wall, I flatter my- 
ſelf, ſet this in its proper light.“ It is 
& ſaid, but I would fain believe there are no 
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grounds for the affertion, that the ma- 
nagement of Lord Macartney will be 
productive of no one good purpoſe 
whatever. This is bold. I confeſs, 
though I feel myſelf very little obliged 
to his Lordſhip, that I think and am well 
convinced to the contrary. A diſtract- 
ed country cannot be regulated in a 
moment. Lord Macartney means per- 
fectly well; nor can any inconvenience 
reſult from his want of experience, as 
he takes pains to acquire information, 
and in an eſpecial manner, with reſpe& 
to the revenues which have been ceded, 
he employs thoſe in the Committee 
who are of approved honor and abi» 
lity,” 


I now ſhall endeavor to draw my ſub- 


ject to a concluſion, In December, 1781, 
as I have before mentioned, the ſunnud 
was granted to my Lord Macartney by 
the Nabob, which empowered him to ap- 


point, 
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point, under certain conditions, the re- 
ſpective renters of the Carnatic. In the 
February following, I had the honor of 
writing you a letter, of which the above 
is an extract. March ſaw the difficulties 
thicken in the management of the aſſign- 
ment : but, April was the month when 
terms were no longer to be held, and 
when the Nabob, reduced. to a ſhadow, 
was no longer to be of conſideration in 
his own dominions. The particulars of 
this buſineſs have already been laid before 
you; and your reſolutions in conſequence, 
criminating the conduct of the Governor 
and Council of Fort St. George, have been 
ſo pointedly communicated to that Preſi- 
dency, that it would be unbecoming in 
me to touch upon them any farther, 


From the foregoing ſimple narrative of 
facts, it will appear, I flatter myſelf, that, 
contrary to the inſtructions which I had 
received as your miniſter at the Court of 

the 


n 


7 
EC 
. 
fl Ly 
1 1 
4 
1 
* 
= 
y 
, -£ 
* iT, | 
rp . 
L 2 
i 
u TT 
= - 
_— 
. 
. E 
ys 1 
—_ 
* 4 
4 : 
4 hy 
* 
"q 
l 4 
' iO) N 
7 F 
LY 
_ 
9 
* 
4 
4 U 
4 
_ 
x , 
t 
=— 
1 
* ZR 
#4 
MF 
4 4 . 
F : 
5 
Fi 
5 , 
U 4 I 
1 
= 
_—_— 
4 
„ 4 
i 
_ 
4 
7 
=. | 
* = 
= —B 
* 
* : 
1 
. 
oY 
* 
3 ” 
"+> & 
1 
1 
ay . 
1 
7 AS 
. 
1 
. 
p 08 
! . 
1 
TY 
_—_— 
A 1 
b 4 4 
LS | 
* 
t 
! ; 
4 > 4 . 
— 
»d os 
7 ry 
_— 
_ 
A LO * 
9 
ay 2 
8 ; 
17 
= 
7 x : 
38 . 
. 
* 


e 
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the Nabob Walla-Jaw — that, contrary to 


thoſe diſpoſitions which generally make 


men tenacious of conſequence and autho- 
rity — I, yet knowing the ſentiments by 
which you were actuated, and which in- 
deed were afterwards fully confirmed to 
me by your Secretary's letter, not only 
ſuſpended the execution of the powers of 
my commiſſion, but, though conſcious of 
illiberal attempts to injure me both in Eu- 
rope and with the Government General 
of Bengal, I maſt zealouſly exerted myſelf 
with the Nabob and his Durbar, and had 
ſome little ſhare in bringing that negocia- 
tion to a concluſion which veſted my Lord 
Macartney with authority over the Carna- 
tic“. It will likewiſe, I hope, appear, 
that 

* « Extra?! of a Letter from the Governor General and 
& Council of Bengal, to the Honorable the Court of 


& Direflers of the Eaſt-India Company, October 20, 
2 


* And here we beg leave to obſerve, that we have 


© undoubted evidence, from the letters of the Nabob 
| „% Walla- 
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that from the firſt day of my landing at 
Madras until the day of my departure 
from it, I moſt determinately, and, I 
think, I venture not too much when I 


ſay, moſt forbearingly, adhered to the 


ſuſpenſion of the powers with which I 
was entruſted. A period, at leaſt, of eight 
months, and during the greateſt part of 
which an interference, on my fide, was 
called for by the Nabob. But why ſhould 
{ ſeek commendation from a circumſtance 
of this nature, when the very men, who 
then, in the loudeſt manner, praiſed me 
for at leaſt moderation and diſintereſted- 
neſs, now moſt inconſiſtently, as I am 
told, accuſe me of remiſſneſs and inatten- 
tion to my duty ; nay, who are even raſh 


enough, or I am miſinformed, to declare, 


« Walla-Jaw, as well as from the repreſentations of Lord 
*% Macartney to one of our members, that it was chiefly 
«* owing to Mr. Sulivan's zeal and influence that the 
* Nabob granted to Lord Macartney the ſunnud of 
aſſigument for the revenues of the Carnatic,” 
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that repreſentations and remonſtrances 
from the miniſter, at the moment, might 
have prevented the extremities to which 
matters were hurried in the end, 


I will acknowledge, and it is yielding a 
good deal, that repreſentations and remon- 
ſtrances might have had a good effect; 
but how could it have been reconcileable 
to conſiſtency for me to have employed 
them ? Self-ſuſpended, if I may uſe the 
expreſſion, and ſtrengthened in that line 
of conduct by your recommendation, with 
an appeal at the ſame moment lying before 
you from the Preſidency of Fort St. 
George, praying to be relieved from the 
preſence of a miniſter at the Durbar of 
the Carnatic ; theſe things all operating 
and tending to the ſame point, could not 
allow me to ſuppoſe it proper that I ſhould, 
without freſh inſtructions, adopt the line 
of miniſterial interference. Moreover, 


day after day, I expected orders of recal 
from 
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from the Governor General and Council, 
or a communication of their pleaſure on 
the ſubjet of the Carnatic. Unhappily 
the treachery and rebellion of Cheyt-Sing 
engroſling all your time, prevented me 
from acquiring even the moſt diſtant idea 
of what it was moſt probable was to be 
my line of conduct. My laſt letter to 
you, Sir, on the ſubject, a few days be- 


fore I quitted Madras, and an extract of 


which I muſt crave your indulgence for 
inſerting here, will draw to your recollec- 
tion the aukwardneſs of my ſituation, 


The die is thrown between my Lord 
% Macartney and the Nabob. The for- 
* mer has aſſumed to himſelf the power 


of management, independent of the 


« Durbar, and it is ſaid, he has done ſo 
in virtue of a diſcretionary authority, 
<« veſted in him by your controlling Go- 
% verument. This being the caſe, the 


„ reſidence of a miniſter is no longer eli- 
4 ket gible. 
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gible. I ſhall, therefore, ſet off for 
Bengal by the firſt ſhip. In the true 
ſpirit of diplomatique etiquette, and to 
be very correct, I ſhould await your 
leave; but the fact is, the battle is now 
ſo much in earneſt, that, with the com- 
miſſion J have in my pocket, it would 
be no longer in my power to refrain 
from repreſentations and remonſtrances. 
To get handſomely, therefore, out of 
the ſcrape, to keep myſelf from diſgrace, 
and my commiſſion from diſhonor, I 
throw out the idea, that the urgency of 
affairs requires my immediate preſence 
in Bengal. In the full conviction that 
I have acted in a difficult ſituation for 
the beſt, I ſhall appear before you with 
the confidence, at leaſt, of an honeft 


man.“ 


Thus, Sir, I have brought matters to 


the period when I found it neceſſary to 
leave Madras. If, in the review of them, 


it 
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it ſhall appear, that no diſhoneſt motive, 
no ſelfiſh view, actuated my conduct; 


but, on the contrary, that in the midſt of 


difficulty, I, with zeal, though probably 
not with prudence, attempted to be of 
ſome little ſervice to my employers, and 
to the public in general, I truſt that the 
ſufferings with which I have been oppreſ- 
ſed will, by you, as by the unprejudiced 
part of the world, be thought unuſually 
ſevere, if not unmerited. 


On reviſal of what I have had the ho- 
nor to lay before you in the preceding 


ſheets, much matter will appear, I am 


apprehenſive, foreign to the ſubje& in 
queſtion, But my ſituation has become ſo 
peculiarly hard, and my mind, in conſe- 
quence, ſo feelingly impreſſed with the 
ſmart of perſonal ſufferings, that any 
wanderings from the direct line, which 


you, in your letter, were pleaſed to pre- 


ſcribe to me, will, I hope, meet with 


your 
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your favorable interpretation, I would 
not willingly have obtruded myſelf on 
your patience ; but, when I conſidered 
that this might be the only opportunity 
which might preſent itſelf for the vindica- 
tion of that conduct which I have held, 
and which has been ſo cruelly marked by 
my ſuperiors, I could not, without being 
wanting both to my character and to my 
future proſpects, refrain from the expoſi- 
tion of a few exculpatory facts. In doing 
this, I have been enabled, I flatter myſelf, 
to throw ſome little light upon thoſe 
tranſactions in the Carnatic, which have 
been, and ſtill muſt be, objects of ſerious 
inveſtigation. Much more indeed could 
haye been ſaid on them; but I reſerve 
myſelf to a future time and place for the 
diſcuſſion of a ſubject which involves in- 
finitely more than the concerns of a ſingle 
individual, In the mean while, I muſt 
crave your permiſſion to requeſt, that this 


letter, as it now ſtands, may have the ho- 
nor 


— 
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nor of being admitted on your Records, 

and that it may be allowed to be tranſmit- 

ted to the honorable the Court of Directors 
by the firſt conveyance. | 
I have the honour to be, 

With the greateſt reſpect, 
HoNoRABLE SIR, 
Your molt obedient, 
And moſt humble ſervant, 
(Signed) R. J. SULIVAN, 
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] woULD here willingly cloſe my 
defence, and reſt myſelf on the judge- 
ment which, from the preceding facts, 
may be formed of the principles, if not 
of the ability, of the conduct. I held du- 
ring my laſt year's continuance in your 
ſervice in India: but J have a few other 
matters which oblige me to treſpaſs on 
your attention, and thoſe, perhaps, of 
greater public than of private confidera- 


tion. 


On my firſt appointment to the Court 
of the Nabob Walla - Jaw, as miniſter 
from the Governor General and Council 
of Bengal, I had it in ſecret, though poſi- 
tive charge, from Mr. Haſtings, to draw 


the Nabob's mind from the unfavorable 
bias 


las 
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bias it had long taken againſt the Soubah- 
dar of the Decan ; and, if practicable, to 
reconcile him to the 1dea of turning the 
pernicious antipathy which ſubſiſted be- 
tween the two Durbars into an amicable 
and advantageous intercourſe of friendſhip. 
The taſk was an arduous one: but ſtill it 
was of the utmoſt importance, and there- 
fore was to be labored. 


Impowered by the Governor General, in 


this manner, to uſe his name, and aided 


by the very prevailing influence of his ad- 
vice and recommendation, I had but little 


difficulty in bringing the Nabob to that 
favorable diſpoſition, which a life of je- 


louſy and claſhing pretenſions had made 
the Eaſtern world believe impracticable. 
He not only acquieſced in the political 
wiſdom of ſubſtituting friendſhip, in the 
place of enmity, between him and the 
Soubahdar of -the Decan, but he even 


agreed to meet the Soubahdar and Mr, 


F 2 Haſtings, 
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Haſtings, and, in concert with them, to 
form that ſtrong and indiſſoluble alliance 
which alone was wanting in the Carnatic 
and Decan, to inſure the bleſſings and 


permanency of peace. 


Matters were in this happy and long- 
wiſhed- for train, The Governor General 
had been fully appriſed by the Nabob 
himſelf of his intentions, and even letters 
had been diſpatched from the Carnatic to 
Hydrabad, when Mr. Haſtings learnt that 
the commiſſion which had been granted 
by the Supreme Council to a miniſter at 
the Nabob's Durbar had been formally 
revoked by the Court of Dirctors. This 
fruſtrated ſome part of the plan ; for this 
miniſter was to have attended on the 


Nabob. 


But the Governor General was not at 
firſt acquainted with the full extent of the 


Company's diſpleaſure againſt the perſon 
he 
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he had ſo greatly honored as to ſelect for 


the appointment of miniſter at the Carna- 
tie Durbar. His words to me in a letter, 


the 27th of February, 1783, were as 


follow : 


& You are not diſmiſſed. Private let- 
6 ters, and from perſons generally well 
© informed, do, indeed, affert it, and 
& date the act of your diſmiſſion on the 
« 11th of July; but the Court of Di- 


« rectors, in a letter of the 12th of July, 


* the only one on the ſubject, only re- 
„ yoke your appointment made by this 
6 Government,” 


In the ſame letter he ſays, Mr. James 
« Grant has declined his appointment to 
„% Hydrabad. The deſign which I had 
“ formed, and for my own execution “, 
«© I have totally abandoned. I mean to 


* That of meeting the Nabob of Arcot and the 
poubahdar of the Decan. 2 


F 3 e propoſe 
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& propoſe the appointment for you. I 
« find the Board diſpoſed to it, and the 
General (Coote) eſpecially, who has 
& received it with an eagerneſs of appro- 
& bation,” 


The Governor General, of whoſe friend- 
ſhip and regard it is my higheſt honor to 
boaſt, in conſequence moved my appoint» 
ment to Hydrabad, as follows: 


Extract from Conſultation, 1 5th of March, 
1783. 


The Governor General. — 1 have hi- 
& therto forborne to recommend a ſucceſ- 
„ ſor to Mr. James Grant, who has re- 
„ queſted the permiſſion of the Board ta 
„ refign his ſtation of Reſident at the 
* Court of the Nabob Nizam-Ally-Cawn, 
„ becauſe it was not a point that imme» 
* diately prefled; and the troubles in 
* which that Prince was engaged a ppeared 


cc to 
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to afford. a, temporary ſecurity againſt 
any deſigns which he might wiſh to 
form againſt any of the Company's 
territories. As it appears from the 
preceding letter that he 1s entirely freed 
from his late embarraſſments, it becomes 
a ſubject of important conſideration 
with the Board to obviate his being 
led into any hoſtile defigns againſt us: 
and for that purpoſe I recommend that 
a letter be immediately written to him, 
to inform him of the treaty lately con- 
cluded with the Peſhwa, and to refer 
him for the particulars of this negocia- 
tion to the miniſter whom we propoſe 


to depute to him in the room of Mr. 


James Grant, whoſe ill ſtate of health 
has prevented him from proceeding to 
his ſtation, and has therefore requeſted 
our permiſſion to be relieved from it. 


„ That as he has already notified his 


« affent to receive Mr, James Grant, and 


F4 * invited 
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invited him to his Court, we have, 
without waiting for his formal acqui- 
eſcence, made the appointment of a 
ſucceſſor, whom I would propofe to 
name to him, and I beg leave to re- 
commend that Mr. Richard Joſeph Su- 
livag be appointed to this office. In- 
dependently of the experience which 
the Board have received of Mr. Sulivan's 
abilities, I have an additional induce- 


ment for recommending him to this 


particular employment, in the hopes 
that he may be made an effectual inſtru- 
ment of reconciliation between the 
Nabob Nizam-Ally-Cawn and the Na- 
bob Walla-Jaw, an object highly me- 
riting the attention of the Board; and 
Jam convinced that nothing will be 
more highly gratifying to Nizam-Ally- 


laudable a purpoſe; and for this reaſon 


« I would propoſe to mention this to 


« Nizam-Ally, as one of the motives 


for 
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for the choice of this gentleman to 


66 


that appointment.” 


And he did me the farther honor of 


communicating this recommendation of 


me to the Supreme Council, in, however 
little deſerved, the moſt flattering terms : 
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“Calcutta, March 15, 1783. 
<< I have propoſed your appointment in 
Council to ſucceed Mr. James Grant, and 
it is paſſed ; yet there is one conſidera- 
tion which I cannot publickly mention, 
but which induces me to recommend to 
you ſome cautions in accepting it. It 
may not be approved at home, where you 
may be made to ſuffer, if it be but for 
my mortification ; and Lord Macartney 
and his Council may reſent your accep- 
tance of our ſervice ſo far, as to ſuſpend 
you from their's. In either caſe, I ſhall 
be the inſtrument of miſchief done to 
you, inſtead of ſerving you, I can 
only oppoſe to this fide of the queſtion, 

« my 


2, dobais 
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my opinion, that no other perſon is ſo 


qualified for the office affigned you — 
none to whom, from the circumſtances 
which have preceded your appointment, 
the Nizam will be ſo likely to give his 
ready confidence — and none ſo likely 
to exert his abilities with a zeal for the 
intereſts arid honor of this Government, 
equal to that which perſonal attach- 
ment, added to public virtue, will, I 
am ſure, inſpire during the continuance 
of it, — One objection I have heard 
ſuggeſted, viz. That Nizam-Ally-Cawn 
will be prejudiced by your connection 
with the Nabob Walla- Jaw, his enemy. 


I think otherwiſe; and I have ſtated it 


as one motive for the nomination, that 
you are better qualified than another to 
conciliate.“ | 


The objection alluded to here had im- 


mediate attention paid to it by the Governor 


General, and a letter was, in conſequence, 


written 
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written by him to Nizam -Ally - Cawn, 
from whom an anſwer was received as ex- 
peditiouſly as it was poſſible; of both of 
which, the following are copies : 


&« Ty the Nuvaub NIZAM-UL-MooLx. 


« Fort William, March 29, 1783. 

« Mr. James Grant, whom J formerly 
% deputed to your preſence in the place of 
&« Mr. Hollond, has written to me from 
« Mazulipatnam, that a ſtate of ill health 
„ has prevented him from proceeding on 
© that commiſſion, although you have 
been pleaſed to invite him, and has de- 
& fired leave to reſign it. I conſider it of 
great conſequence to have a confiden- 
„ tial perſon attendant on you, for the 
„ maintenance of the friendſhip which 
« your Highneſs is diſpoſed to retain for 
„the Company; and at this time eſpe- 
& cially, when many circumſtances con- 
„ cur which the wickedneſs of incendia- 
*« ries, who throw falſe ſuſpicions on acts 
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&© which are indifferent in themſelves, 
„ and invent the reports of others which 
% do not exiſt. For this purpoſe I have 
* made choice of Mr. Richard Joſeph Su- 
& livan to be the miniſter of this Govern- 
„ ment, and my repreſentative, in the 
* place of Mr. James Grant. But it hav- 
ing been ſuggeſted to me, that your 
« Highneſs may be influenced by the 
* confideration of his having borne the 
& character of an agent of the Nuvaub 
Wi Walla-Jaw, with whom you have not 
« been for a long time in the habits of 
« friendſhip, to withhold from him that 
% degree of confidence and favor which 
„ you might be diſpoſed to yield to an 
& indifferent perſon, I have thought it 
“ conſiſtent with prudence to wait till I 


_ 
& have informed you of my intentions 


„ reſpecting Mr. Sulivan, and to receive 
* your anſwer before I carry them into 
% execution. The truth is, that I do not 


„% know another ſo well qualified by his 
| & manners, 
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manners, integrity, and knowledge of 
affairs, for a ſtation of that truſt near 
your Highneſs's perton ; and I know 
that his attachment to me is ſuch, as 
will enſure that zeal and truth in the 
repreſentation of my ſentiments, which 
can molt effectually ſupply the place of 
a perſonal intercourſe, which I have 
long and ardently wiſhed. He is, be- 
ſides, intimately acquainted with the 
ſtate of the Nuvaub Walla-Jaw, and 
with the cauſes of thoſe circumſtances 
which have been the occaſion of ſepa- 
ration between that Nuvaub and your 
Highneſs. He can inform you, that 
in thoſe inſtances the blame has been 
unjuſtly and falſely caſt on that Nu- 
vaub for the actions of others, and that 
he merits your commiſeration and re- 
ſpect, but not your diſpleaſure. This, 
too, was one motive for my choice of 
Mr. Sulivan; for it is one of the duties 
of humanity to reconcile divided friends, 

« and 
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and more eſpecially mine towards your 
Highneſs, to whom I have profefled a 
fincere friendſhip, and have endeavour- 
ed to give you proofs of it. Yet if you 
ſhall not be willing to receive Mr. Suli- 
van, I will withdraw my intention of 
appointing him, for my reſpect for your 
Highnets will not permit me to do any 
thing which may be diſpleaſing to you: 
beſides, that his appointment, if contra- 
ry to your inclination, would defeat the 
purpoſes of it, and would be oppoſite to 
good ſenſe.” 


Reply from the Nuvaub N1ZAM-UL= 
MooLK. 


Received July 8, 1783. 


& Your letter to this purport, that Mr. 
& James Grant, on account of his illneſs, 
& has not the power and ſtrength to at- 
& tend at my preſence, but has on this 
« plea requeſted permiſſion to retire ; and 
PE that 
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that as the refiding of a perſon on your 


behalf, for ſupporting the fabric of 
friendſhip, eſpecially in this ſeaſon, 
when evil-minded perſons are ſaying 
words very far from truth, which have 


not the ſmalleſt foundation, to raife 


diſpleaſure in my heart, you conſider it 


moſt abſolutely neceflary ; that, there- 
fore, you have choſen Mr. Richard Jo- 
ſeph Sulivan : but that ſome perſons 
have hinted to you, that as Walla- 
Jaw-Bahadre has deviated a little from 


his obedience to the preſence, and Mr. 
Sulivan was appointed by Walla-Jaw 
his ambaſſador, I might not conſider 


that gentleman as much your confidant 


as I ſhould any other perſon, and might 


not treat him as favorably as I do any 
other; that, however, as you do not 
know any other perſon of ſo great pro- 


bity, integrity and confidence, or ſo 


well informed in al! matters, who 
would be equal to this important duty, 
| „the 
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the reſidence at my preſence; and as 
that gentleman will ſhew ſuch attach- 
ment and ſincerity, that he will give 
me the greateſt ſatisfaction, ſo that 
from ſeeing him I might think the 
long-wiſhed-for interview with you ef- 
fected ; and as that gentleman is fully 
acquainted with the ſecrets of Walla- 
Jaw-Bahadre, he will be able to ex- 


plain to me the particulars of Walla- 


Jaw's innocence ; that if permiſſion for 
this ſhould not be given, it would be 
far from your wiſdom : but that you 
wiſh for nothing but my ſatisfaction, 
arrived and acquainted me with the 


contents. 


The caſe is this; that formerly I 
wrote, that if you were deſirous of 
keeping a perſon here for the purpoſe 
of negociating, you ſhould ſend to the 
preſence Mr. John Hollond, who is 


fully acquainted with my temper, and 
« has 


* has been long the object of my favors, 
„Now that you write the affurances of 
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Mr. Richard Joſeph Sulivan's probity, 
ſincerity, &c. in caſe Mr. John Hol- 
lond ſhould be departed for England, 
as you know the firſt gentleman to be 
poſſeſſed of ſuch qualities, I doubt not 
but he is a man of worth, and that his 
attachments and friendſhips , muſt be 
ſtrong, when you call him to ſuch a 


degree a friend. As ſoon as I know , 


him to be your real friend, how can he 
not be the object of my favors ? In ſhort, 
you write, that if permiſſion ſhould 
not be given that gentleman to come to 
the Preſence, this occurrence would 
be far from your wiſdom : I have, 
therefore, without delay given my con- 
ſent that he be ſent to the Preſence. 
The words of evil-minded perſons have 
no place in my heart; accordingly the 
receipt of arzees from Monſieur Buſſy, 
and of letters from the French King, 

G « the 


32 A LETTER TO THE 
& the alliance of Hyder-Ally-Cawn de- 


& ceaſed, and the coming of his ſon's 


& yakeel, though you may not have been 


thoroughly informed of theſe circum- 


& ſtances, you muſt have heard them 


5 


from other quarters : but to this time 


c 


* 


I am ſtedfaſt in the ſupport of my 


bo 


friendſhip ; therefore, in caſe ſuch a 
« perſon comes to the Preſence, ſend him 
& with complete information of the ideas 

„ and thoughts of your mind, and with 


& ſuch powers in all matters, that he 
cc 


may not be obliged to wait your per- 
miſſion in every point. What you 
„ write reſpecting Walla - Jaw - Baha- 


cc 


cc 


dre, I will anſwer after the gentleman's 


&« arrival, and after learning the full par- 


e ticulars of that buſineſs.” 6 

During the time that the anſwer from q 
Nizam-Ally-Cawn was coming, I had 7 
prepared myſelf completely for a miſſion 6« 
to Hydrabad, and had brought the Nabob "= 


of 
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of Arcot to the poſitive deciſion (which, 
I fear, will not be again eaſily effected) 
of ſending one of his own ſons along with 
me as his ambaſſador to the ſame quarter; 
an uncommon, and, agreeably to Aſiatic 
cuſtoms, a moſt flattering compliment to 
the Soubahdar of the Decan. The Na- 
bob's ideas of what it was expedient 
ſhould be done, were explicit in his letter 


to Mr. Haſtings, 13th of April, 1783. 


Extract of a Leiter from the Nabob of the 
Carnatic to Governor-General HASTINGsS, 


dated the 10th Junaudelowell, 1197, or 
the 13th of April, 1783. 


„ have underſtood from Mr. Sulivan 
and Siyed-Afam-Cawn, the full ſenti- 
« ments of my friend's heart relative to 
+ Nizam- Ally-Cawn. As in all other 
matters, ſo in this, your wiſdom mani- 
« feſts itſelf in the higheſt degree. The 
LNabob Nizam-Ally-Cawn and myſelf, 

G: 2 „ though 
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though our dominions adjoin to each 
other, have never been in cordial bonds 
of amity. Neither have your Govern- 
ment and that Prince been upon ſuch 
terms as the Engliſh intereſts have requi- 
red. The time, however, is now come, 
when the pre-eminence of the Engliſh, 
ariſing from your great exertions, have 
ſo circumſtanced the political affairs of 
Hindoſtan and Decan, that the ſtepping 
{ſteadfaſtly forth in the way of friend- 
ſhip may be productive of the beſt of 
conſequences. On this ſubject I have 
opened my mind” to Mr. Sulivan, and 
have requeſted him to be explicit with 
you on the part which I intend to take. 
The moment is an important one; 
great public good may be effected; and 
how grateful to my friend that that 
good ſhould reſult from his extenſive 
knowledge and abilities, God proſper 
you, and ſo regulate all ſuch affairs as 


you are concerned in, that glory and 
«6 renown 
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& renown may be evermore affixed to both 
your private and public actions.“ 


But this, like all that had gone before 


it, was viſionary.” The following, from 
the Governor General, will ſpeak for 
itſelf : 


« Fort William, April 28, 1783. 


I have received your's of the 3d and 


« 13th. What ſhall I ſay in reply, but 


* that all our views are fruſtrated by an 
„ event which you, no doubt, know by 
« this time. You will read it in the in- 
« cloſed extract of the general letter to 
„Fort St. George of the 28th of Auguſt, 
* 1782, of which we did not receive the 
„copy till yeſterday, though our diſ- 
« patches of that date came by the Cheſ- 
% terfield many weeks ago; and it has 


«© been the invariable cuſtom for the Court 


„of Directors to ſend us copies of all 
« their letters to the other Preſidencies 
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at the ſame time with the originals diſ- 
patched to them. I muſt not conceal 
from you that objections were made to 
your appointment, which induced me 
to wave the right which I had to conſi- 
der it as paſſed by my own caſting 
voice, until | had frankly communi- 
cated one of them to Nizam-Ally-Cawn, 
and aſked him whether it was really 
one; at the ſame time declaring, that a 
principal motive for my making choice 
of you was, your intimate knowledge 
of the affairs of the Nabob Walla- Jaw, 
which qualified you more than any 
other to conciliate the differences be- 
tween them. The objection is, that 
the Nizam would not truſt a miniſter 
known to be attached to the Nabob 
Walla-Jaw, his mortal enemy. I daily 
expect his anſwer; but to what pur- 
poſe? To expoſe me to the mortifica- 
tion of avowing, in reply, the impo- 
tence of my own authority; not but J 

4 have 


15 


vi 
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ce have a reſource, if my colleagues would 
<« give me their confidence and their ſup- 
*« port. You might receive a ſpecial com- 
„ miſſion, though not a permanent reſi- 
« dence. I fear that friends would oppoſe 


« it, and you too might not reliſh ſuch a 
„„ commiſſion. In a word, ] am moſt 

« cruelly fettered; and this is not one of 
the ſlighteſt inſtances of it.“ 


* 


6 


Thus fortune ſported with me in every 
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inſtance. At every ſtep I moved I was 
ſure to be aſſailed by croſſes and vexation. 


| i 
"#| 
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Ji 


It was a hard and a tireſome game to play: 
but the unbounded goodneſs of the Go» 


vernor General was ſtill deſirous of bear- 
ing me up againſt the ſhocks I had re- 
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ceived. He would have preſerved me from 
diſgrace, if in his power; but it was im- 
practicable. I was diſmiſſed from the ſer- 


vice of the Company ; and the only kind 
effort which was left him to employ was 
that which follows : 

G 4 % Council 


A LETTER TO THE 


«© Council Chamber, July 29, 1783. 


& Governor General. — The Nabob Ni- 
zam- ul-Mulck, in his letter now before 


& the Board, has expreſſed his entire ac- 


quieſcence in the propoſed appointment 
of Mr. R. J. Sulivan to be the Reſident 
and Miniſter of this Government at his 
Court. In the mean time, it appears 
from the paper of intelligence tranſmit- 
ted from Hydrabad to the Nabob Walla- 
Jaw by his writer of intelligence, and 
incloſed in the Nabob's letter now be- 
fore the Board, that the Nabob N zam- 
ul - Mulek has made overtures to Ti ppoo- 
Sahib and Mr. De Bufly for a new plan 
of alliance with them, grounded on re- 
ports, which are certainly falſe, that 
Mhadajie-Scindia has obtained from the 
King ſunnuds, conferring on him the 
Soubahſhip of Decan. I do not place 
an implicit reliance upon the authority 
of a news writer; and it is ſcarcely to 
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be conceived that a man, poſſeſſing a 
ſuperior underſtanding and temperate 
judgement, ſhould believe it poſſible for 
Mhadajie-Scindia, a vaſſal of the Mah- 
rattah State, and the poſſeſſor of a domi- 
nion divided by a powerful and indepen- 
dent State from that of Decan, ſhould 
aſpire to the ſovereignty of the latter, 
which would render him the conſtitu- 
tional ſuperior of his own natural ſove- 
reign. Yet even ſuch a report, coming 


ſo near to the moſt important intereſts 


of the Nabob Nizam-ul-Mulck, may 


have alarmed him, at leaſt, with an ap- 
prehenſion of ſomething being projected 
againſt him ; and his mind has been long 
fluctuating between the Company and 
their enemies. It is dangerous in ſuch 
a criſis of our affairs to leave him ex- 
poſed to the influence of every rumour 
or ſuggeſtion which the emiſlaries of 
Tippoo and the French may convey to 
him; and the apparent indifference of 

„this 


rener THE 


this Government, in leaving him thus 66 
expoſed, is moſt likely to excite in him 60 
a diſpoſition fitted for the reception of 60 
every artifice intended to ſhake his at- 66 


tachment to the Company. 40 


% know not what to propoſe. The 
Court of Directors have diſmiſſed Mr. 
R. J. Sulivan from the ſervice. If ano- 
ther miniſter is appointed, a reaſon 
muſt be aſſigned for revoking the ap- 
pointment already granted to Mr. Suli- 
van; and the true and only reaſon, 
which the Nabob will know, though 
we ſhould ſuppreſs it, is, that Mr, Su- 
livan was puniſhed by the Company 


with diſmiſſion from their ſervice, for 60 
the crime of having accepted a political 66 
employment with the Governor General 66 
and Council, the proclaimed rulers of 6c 
the Company's political intereſts. The 66 
little diſcriminations by which this con- 66 
ſtruction may be reconciled to propriety 66 
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by thoſe who know the conſtitution of 
the Company's Governments, will eſcape 
his penetration, and they cannot be for- 
mally explained to him. From theſe 
circumſtances, with the choice already 
made of Mr. Sulivan to be the miniſter 
at his Court, and the ſtrong recommen- 
dation which was given him, the Na- 
bob cannot fail to receive, with diſtruſt, 
any man who ſhall be entruſted with 
the ſame commiſſion ; and he may be 
inclined, from the ſame cauſes, to 
doubt the power of the Government 
itſelf. 


% know but one expedient to extri- 
cate us from the preſent embarraſſment, 
which would be to ſuffer Mr. Sulivan's 
original appointment to be carried into 
exccution ; but applied ſolely to the 
purpoſe of delivering to the Nabob Ni- 
zZam-ul-Muick the ſentiments of this 
Government, and of receiving his an- 

« {wer, 
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« ſwer, with orders then to return, either 
delivering over his charge to another, 
44 or notifying that another perſon ſhould 
* be deputed to ſucceed him. I do not 
« propoſe it, becauſe I believe that the 
* Board would refuſe their aſſent to it. 
*I muſt, therefore, leave the ſubje& thus 
at large for their future conſideration.” 


The fate of this laſt effort was ſuch as 
the Governor General had apprehendedg 
The Council conceived my diſmiſſion by 
the Court of Directors, an inſurmount- 
able obſtacle to an immediate employment 
in the ſervice of the Company, and I was, 
of courſe, caſt upon the world in a ſitua- 
tion little leſs than ruinous, after the la- 


borious ſervice of many years. 


I now ſhall take leave to draw this long, 
and, to thoſe not concerned, unintereſting 


ſubje& to a concluſion. Indulgence will, 


I am ſure, be ſhewn to the expoſition of a 
ſ{uf- 
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ſuffering man's complaints. To repreſent 
grievances in detail, is a privilege never 
refuſed to the oppreſſed. | 


What I have hitherto had the honor to 
lay before you, have been intervening oc- 
currences ; I now ſhall cloſe, with the un- 
{ſolicited teſtimony of your Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal, and of your 
Governor General in his ſeparate and dif- 
tint capacity; only requeſting, as it has 
not been with an affected humility, 1 have 
once more ventured to ſubmit my caſe to 
your conſideration, that you will liſten to 
what has been ſo flatteringly urged for me 
by my ſuperiors abroad, and that you will 
be pleaſed 'to reſtore me to your ſervice 


and your favor. 
I have the honor to be, 


with the utmoſt reſpect, 
GENTLEMEN, 
Your molt obedient 
and molt humble ſervant, 


R. J. SUL 1VAN, 
Extratt 
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Extiract of General Letter from the Honor- 


able the Governor General and Council to 
the Honorable the Court of Directors, 
dated Oct. 20, 1783. 


n IN writing to you with re— 
* ſpe&t to Mr. R. J. Sulivan, we cannot 


* omit drawing the attention of your 


c 


* 


honourable Court to the very unplea- 
+ ſant ſituation in which he is placed by 
your diſmiſſion of him from the ſervice 
of the Company, and the cenſure which 
„you have paſſed upon his conduct. 


Par. 26. Blameable as Mr. Sulivan 
has appeared to you, in accepting a de- 
putation from the Nabob of the Carna- 
ce tic to this Government, we yet think 


« ourſelves obliged, in honor and regard 
| « to 
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to the character and credit of this gen- 
tleman, to intercede with you in his 
behalf; for we cannot but conclude, 
that when his conduct on the occaſion 
alluded to, had received ſo ſtrong, though 
tacit, an approval as was beſtowed on it 
in the truſt repoſed in him by this Go- 
vernment, of Reſident with the Nabob, 
he muſt have ſuppoſed that he was ac- 
quitted of all the blame imputed to him 
by the Preſidency of Madras, for having 
accepted a commiſſion to Bengal. 


Par. 27. The Governor General and 
Mr. Wheler formed the Board in April, 
1781, when the agreement, which was 
a conſequence of that commiſſion, was 
made with the Nabob through his mi- 
niſter, Siyed-Aflam-Cawn, The Go- 
vernor General takes to himſelf, and 
believes that he can anſwer for Mr. 
Wheler's readineſs to do ſo likewiſe, 
whatever reſponſibility may attend this 


„% meas» 
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meaſure, a reſponſibility in which Mr, 1 
Sulivan cannot in any wiſe participate. - 
The conduct of the Board in adopting - 
the meaſure has already been defended 2 
in the letters which have been addrefled Fe 
to you from hence ; and, in ſupport of S 
Mr. Sulivan's conduct, we muſt de- Þ 
clare, that we believe his intentions to 3 
have been directed throughout the whole ph 


of it to the honor and benefit of the 
Company, in which the preſervation of 
the Nabob's dignity and rights were eſ- 
ſentially included. We take leave to 
refer you to a letter to the Governor 
General on this ſubje& from Mr. Suli- 
van, which at his requeſt makes a 


cc 
number in the packet. F | 
| ha 6 | 

Par. 28. Under this impreſſion, and 1 
becauſe we are well ſatisfied of Mr. Su- 2 ] 
livan's abilities and integrity, as a faith- 1 a 
r 


ful ſervant of the Company, we parti- « { 


cularly and individually requeſt, that 
« he 
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* he may be reſtored with his rank to 
4% your ſervice; and here we beg leave to 


* obſerve, that we have undoubted evi- 


&« dence, from the letters of the Nabob 
“% Walla-Jaw, as well as from the repre- 
* ſentation of Lord Macartney to one of 
% our members, that it was chiefly owing 
© to Mr. Sulivan's zeal and influence that 
*« the Nabob granted to Lord Macartney 
ee the ſunnud of aſſignment for the re- 
«© yenues of the Carnatic, 


Par. 29. Our deference to your opi- 
«© nion of Mr. Sulivan's conduct prevented 


e us from deputing him to Hydrabad, al- 
[4 


though the Nazim had approved of our 
ſelection of him for that purpoſe ; he 
„ has, of courſe, ſuffered a ſevere diſap- 


. 


* 


© pointment, and, perhaps, your honor- 
able Court may deem him entitled to a 
© recompenſe for it. This we humbly 
&« ſubmit to you as a farther argument in 

H 40 ſup- 


— 


— — wy — 
ä — —— — —— yy on —— — — 
_ K — 2 — — - 


—— 


98 A LETTER, TO THE 


4 ſupport of our ſolicitation in his fa» 


& your.” 


A true extract. 
(Signed) E. Hay, Sub-Sec, 


From the Governor General of Bengal to the 
Honorable the Court of Direttors of the 
Honorable United Eaſt-India Company. 


« Fort William, Nov. 28, 1783, 


«© HONORABLE SIRS, 


« AMONG the mortifications. to 


* which J have been continually fubjet- 


% ed ſince my entrance on the office which 


„ yet hold by repeated. appoinutmeuts 
% during a period of near twelve years, 


« there is none which I ſo ſeverely teel as. 


& my, concern in the ſufferings. of thoſe, 
„% whom my ſelection of them for. the 
* moſt important truſts in your; ſervice 
“0 has expoſed to perſecution here, and to 

6&6 cen: 
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40 
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& cenſure, fines, deprivation and diſmiſ- 


“ fon from home. 


& It is hard to be loaded with a weigli- 
© ty reſponſibility without power; to be 
* compelled to work with inſtruments 
& impoſed upon me which I cannot truſt; 
and to ſee th8 terrors of high authority 
«© held over the heads of ſuch as I myſelf 
6 employ in the diſcharge of my public 


% qutics. 


“ Yet, in defiance of paſt experience, 
I will hope and believe that this unna- 
„ tural influence will have its termina- 
tion, and that my preſent appeal to 
your juſtice will produce the firſt ſymp- 
„ tom of a return of that benevolence 
„ which your honorable Court has ſhewn 
% to all, even the meaneſt, of my prede- 
& ceſſors, and which has been denied to 


« me alone, and to me invariably. 


H 2 &« Mr, 
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« Mr. Richard Joſeph Sulivan 1s the 
object of this addreſs, He was unhap- 
pily commiſſioned by the Nabob Walla- 
Jaw, your old and faithful friend and 
ally, to repreſent to this Government, 
(which a ſolemn act of the Britiſh Le- 
giflature had taught him to regard as 
the firſt, and only efficient, inſtrument 


of your political dominions, and guar- 


dian of your national faith in India) the 
grievances which he ſuſtained, and to 
ſolicit our acceptance of the wealth and 
reſources of his country, for the proſe- 
cution of the war then raging in it to a 
degree which threatened it with ſpeedy 
deſtruction, and that of your intereſts 
involved and united with his. A prayer 


* of ſo extraordinary a nature was ren- 
* dered yet more unaccountable, but by 


concluſions which we could only ſuſ- 


* pect, but durſt not encourage, from 


the complaints which were made to' 
us at the ſame time by the Preſidency 
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of Fort St. George, that they had in 


vain endeavoured to prevail on the Na- 
bob to grant to them what he was 
thus endeavouring to prevail upon us 
to accept. After the great exertions 
which this Government had uſed to re- 
trieve and aid the Preſidency of Fort 
St. George with the military ſtrength, 
and the reſources of grain and treaſure, 
of theſe provinces, by which we had 
already drawn great diſtreſs on our- 
ſelves, we ſhould not only have ated 
inconfiſtently with the zeal which had 
hitherto animated us, but have been 
wanting in the principles of common 
diſcretion, had we rejected the means 
ſo tendered of applying what the ra- 
vages of war had ſpared of the wealth 
of the Carnatic to its natural defence. 
A deference to the feelings or intereſts 
of individuals, however dignified, would 
on ſuch an occaſion have been ſurely ill 
timed, and even criminal, if we were 
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internally convinced that it would de- 
feat the purpoſe which it was ſo neceſ- 
ſary to obtain. 


In ſuch a caſe we had but one alter- 
native, which was, either to accept the 
offer or reje& it, It would not admit 
of a reference ; for I know not in what 
terms a reference could have been made. 
We could not ſay to the Prefidency of 
Fort St. George : Gentlemen, the Na- 
bob Walla- Jaw has arraigned your con- 
duct, and we require you to examine 
the truth of his allegations, and, on con- 
viction, paſs judgement on yourſelves. 
Neither could we dire& the Nabob to 
make the ſame tender to the Prefidency 
of Fort St. George which he had made 
to us, after both he and they had de- 
clared that he had refuſed to grant the 
ſubject of it to them on their reiterated 
and urgent requiſition, 
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„ We acknowledged the Nabob's de- 


putation; we accepted his propoſal 
and at his requeſt we commiſſioned Mr. 
Sulivan, in the character of our agent 
and miniſter, to reſide with him, and 
to attend to the performance of the 
conditions with which it was con- 
nected, 


* Whatever blame may be imputed to 
Mr. Sulivan for his acceptance of the 
original commiſſion, it was wholly ob- 
literated in him, and transferred to the 
Members of this Government who ac- 
knowledged it, who had the legal 
power of ſanctifying it, and did ſanc- 
tify it by making it the inſtrument of 
a treaty concluded under it, and united 
other truſts from themſelves in addi- 
tion to it. And how was he, impreſſed 
with a high reſpe& for the ſuperior 
Government, confident in the rectitude 
of its acts, and poſſibly yielding an ha- 
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bitual deference to the perſonal charac- 
ters of its members, to ſu ſpect, that in 
thus ſubmitting his ſervices to their gui- 
dance, he was entailing on himſelf the 
penalties which had never been before 
annexed but to flagrant and intentional 
guilt; or that he was departing from 
his fidelity to his immediate ſuperiors, 
by holding communication with their's 
on points of which they had themſelves 
a claim on the latter for every informa- 
tion which he could give? | 


« Something too may be pleaded for the 
unguarded generoſity which is natural 
to a ſeaſon of life not yet matured to 
the ſteady poſſeſſion i judgement, un- 
biafled by paſſion, and which might 
have been, almoſt allowably on ſuch an 
occaſion, excited by the belief of ſevere 
diſtreſs exiſting in an aged Prince, whoſe 
life, to the laſt dregs of it, had been 
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ſpent in the mutual intercourſe of 
friendſhip with the Company and the 
Britiſh nation, and in a participation of 
all the viciffitudes which had attended 
their fortune, and by the hope of be- 
coming the inſtrument of its removal. 
Your honorable Court may have ſeen, 
in the more recent tranſactions of the 
Government of Fort St. George, cauſe 
to with both that his agency and the 
interpoſition of this Government, hows 


ever warranted on their original ground, 
had been rendered more effectual, and 


to make larger allowances both for him 
and for us. 


« Let me not, however, draw upon 
myſelf that portion of your reſentment 
from which I have endeavoured to exo- 
nerate him. My conduct ſtih remains 
to be meaſured by the ſame rule, as if 
he had no concern in it. If I was 

«© prompted 
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e prompted to uncommon exertions — to * 
4 relieve the intolerable expences which 139 
6 the calamities of your other Preſiden- 85 
« cies had drawn on this I to repel the 85 
c ruin which threatened the exiſtence of 6 


or your intereſts in the Carnatic — and to 
& preſerve the credit of your political 


'* faith: if the means which I uſed were 
% warranted by the conſtitutional powers " 
* of your ſuperior and controlling Go- 25 
* vernment, 1 affirm, with all humility, 
« that J ought to be exempted from all 
4e criminal reproach, although I may, in 


4% your judgement, have over-rated the 


& occaſion which ſeemed to call for ſuch 6 
6 interpoſition; for it is not eaſy to deviſe 6 
% any ground for the conſtruction of an 1-0 
& intereſted, ambitious, or vindictive mo- 66 


15 tive impelling me to act as I did. I am 


ce not a private creditor of the Nabob, nor, 


ec unhappy man! has he even the means 8 


460 


ce of ſubſiſtence, much leſs of corruption, 
left 
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left him! I hazarded the ſacrifice of 
perſonal reputation, both in ſuffering a 
diminution of the proſperous ſtate of 
my own Government, and in aſſuming 
a participation in the concerns of ano- 
ther, which was already ſunk in dif- 
grace, and threatened with annihila- 
tion: and the gentleman who was at 
the head of that department, and there- 
fore molt affected by my intervention, 
was perſonally known to me only by 
former habits of friendly intercourſe : 
I remembered him with affection; and 
ſhall heartily forgive him, if he feels a 
ſenſe of injury done him by a meaſure 
which originated from a ſource too pure 
to admit of the admixture of any pri- 


vate conſideration. 


«© The members of this Adminiſtra- 
tion, however varying in other ſenti- 


ments, have all concurred in teſtifying 
„ their 
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left him! I hazarded the ſacrifice of 
perſonal reputation, both in ſuftering a 
diminution of the profperous ſtate of 
my own Government, and in aſſuming 
a participation in the concerns of ano- 
ther, which was already ſunk in dif- 
grace, and threatened with annihila- 
tion: and the gentleman who was at 
the head of that department, and there- 
fore moſt affected by my intervention, 
was perſonally known to me only by 
former habits of friendly intercourſe : 
I remembered him with affection; and 
ſhall heartily forgive him, if he feels a 
ſenſe of injury done him by a meaſure 
which originated from a ſource too pure 
to admit of the admixture of any pri- 


vate conſideration, 


«© The members of this Adminiſtra- 
tion, however varying in other ſenti- 


ments, have all concurred in teſtifying 
„their 
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«* their opinion of Mr. Sulivan's worth 


and abilities, and in entreating you to 
e pardon what you may yet deem culpable 
e in his conduct. I humbly beg leave to 
4 make this ſeparate interceſſion ; for J 
have been, and am, from public embar- 
„ raſſments, occaſioned, by his diſmiſſion, 
« the greateſt ſufferer by it; praying that 
« you will be pleaſed to reſtore him to the 
& ſervice, and (may I add?) to indemnify 
„ myſelf and my former colleague from 
« the ſelf-reproach of having contributed 
« to the poverty and diſtreſs of an unſuf- 
i pecting dependent; to permit him to 
% draw the allowances which were affign- 
„ ed him by the laſt, but ineffectual ap- 
« pointment, which he received from this 


« Government; to be their agent and re- 


ie preſentative at the Court of the Nabob 
„ Nizam-ul-Moolk — it was vacated only 
by his diſmiſſion from the ſervice, after 
% having been notified in ſuch a mode as 

% has 
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« has rendered it difficult to ſupply it 
« with any other. 


„I entreat your pardon for the length 
„ of this addreſs, which I ſhould have 
* deemed it a duty of reſpect to have 
* compriſed in a much narrower compaſs, 


had it ſimply related to an individual; 


*« byt as its immediate object was connec- 


«4 ted with a great and important meaſure 
*« of Government, on the rectitude of 
e which the propriety of my addreſſing you 
at all, on ſuch an occaſion, depended, 
I have been unavoidably drawn into a 
+ diſcuſſion of thoſe points 1n which both 
4 ſubjets were combined, For a fuller 
% elucidation of the general meaſure, per- 
mit me to ſolicit your particular atten- 
« tion to the minutes of the Board, dated 
« the 21ſt and zoth of July, 11th of 
* Auguſt, and 13th of October, which 
© contain a complete detail of it, unem- 
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% parraſſed with the voluminous and de- 
& ſultory matter with which it has at va- 


& r10us times {welled our conſultations. 


I have the honor to be, 
© HONORABLE SIRS, 

© Your molt obedient and 
& faithful ſervant, 


(Signed) © Warren HasTiINGs,” 


THE ENO. 


